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ordinary State Legislatures.   The Legislature of New
York State has, in fact, several times attempted to re-
model the municipality of New York City, which has
repeatedly shown itself to be corrupt, unmanageable,
and inefficient; and these attempts call for no special
remark, except that they have hitherto met with only
the most moderate success.    But a measure distantly
resembling the English County Franchise Bill would
be, both from the point of view of the several States
and from, the point of view of the United States, a
Constitutional amendment. In the least considerable,
the least advanced, and the most remote American
State, its enactment would have to be coupled with
the carefully devised precautionary formalities which
I described in the latter part of the Second Essay.   If
an American County Franchise Bill were proposed to
be enforced by Federal authority, the designed diffi-
culty of carrying it would be vastly greater.    As a
rule, the Federal Constitution does not interfere with
the franchise; it leaves the right of voting to be regu-
lated by the several States, gradually and locally,
according to the varying circumstances of eacii, and
the political views prevailing in it.    But the rule has
now been departed from in the new Article, securing
the suffrage to the negroes ; and there is no question
that, if a measure were contemplated  in America,
bearing to the entirety of American institutions the
same relation which the County Franchise Bill bore